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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE GIVES UPDATES

How quickly time flashes by,

The 43rd Spring Conference of

the Southern [Hinois Schoo! Press
Assoctatnon will soon be here and
members of the Executive
Committee have beern working
on the details.

Many items were discussed
in a mecting 18 Mt. Vernon .
Many of the larger items are
outlined in other Editor arucles,

There are a few other
decisions of which all SISPA
members should be aware

The Executive Committee
decided that, like yearbooks, the
newspaper judging o determine
Blue Banner should be done by
an outside party.

Consequently, there willbe a
fee attached to Blue Banner
competition this year. Yearbook
sponsors have paid such a fee for
judging for many years.

There will be no fee for
entering the Best Story Contest,

¢ See BLUE BANNER page 4 and
BEST STORY CONTEST page 3

Advisersshouldalsobeaware
that the CLIO film is history (pun
intended). There is the chance it
may be revived, burnot this year,

Therefore, the Executive
Committee decided that instead
individual newspaper and
yearbook staffs could make
commercials also.

We encourage advisers and

students 1o tape creauive,
entertaining,  recruitment
commercials,

¢ See VIDEOS page 2

Another point made was that
the advisers have trouble getting
together during the lunch break
to discuss SISPA business. It has

been suggested that advisers have
a box lunch. We're interested in
feedback. Mare later.

While the program itself is
only a thought at this point, it has
been suggested thai the Editor’s
roundtable be continued,

Another suggestion was to
have a swap shop in which staffs
would bring five or ten copies of
their publication to be exchanged
with other staffs. Obviously, more
practical for newspapers than
vearbooks.

Itis also worth noting that the
Adviser of the Year format has
been changed.

¢ See NOMINATION page 2

If you have any suggestions
about what should or should not
be included in the program,
contact a member of the
Executive Committee.

MID-WINTER IJEA RETREAT PLANS READIED

SISPA advisers should have
received @ brochure about the 1093
Mid-Winter Mezting of the Nlinois
Journalism Education Association.
Bellenwjile West and the Belleville
Hyatt Lodge (next to Fischer' sy will
be the sight of the retreat,

In order to show the JEA the
importance and interest of downstate
publications advisers. DEA Mid.
Winter Retreat Coordinator Nancy
Smith of Belleville West is asking
SISPA adviscrs to make a strong

showing at the March 5-6 retreat.

The cost for e retreal is only
$18 lor a Friday night ice breaker
and Saturday luncheon featuring a
keynote speaker.

Duyring the afternoon on
Saturday, scveral displays and
breakout sessions will be oflered for
advisers, but the main focus of the
retreat isto simply give state advisers
a chance to share their common
experiences., Successes and
frustrations. Spouses or other adult

fricnds are also invited to attend,

The LJEA is committed to
making schelastic journalism a
strong force. As publications fall
victim to the budget axe, it is vital
that all advisers become active
participants in JEA.

Please consider joining us in
March tolearn more about JEA and
ity benefits. Please call Nancy Smith
at 618-233-5070 if you have any
questions or would like registration
information,
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STAFFS: SEND US YOUR VIDEOS;

SPECIAL CONTEST EXPLAINED

The catertainment for
previous SISPA Spring
Conferences has been the
showtng of the CLIO awards,
the Oscars of advertising,

The hour-long film
showed pationa!  and
intermational ads 0 various
categories and had been
rented from (he American
Advertsing Federation.

SISPA Exccutive
Director, Herman Albers
learned this fall the company
that compiled and distributed
the film bas gone bankrupt.

This keft SISPA without
entertainment. Knowing the
creativity (and zamness) of
many staffs, the Executive
Committee s giving cach
pubhication s1aff a chance to
make 15 own recruitment
commercial (o be shown as

the entertainment at the
Spring Conferene,

Very few rules apply hut
18 asked that only one
commercial be made per
yearbook o newspaper staff.
All tapes should be VHS
format and run 5-7 minuies,

The theme for the contest
1% 10 design an ad to recruil
students to your staff. Show
why you think you arc the
best of the SISPA pack.

The possibility of prizes
Is still being coasidered,

If you have any
questions aboul the contest
contact Lawrie Bielong of
Sparta High School or
Herman Albers, Send the
videotapes commercials 10
Lauric Bicliong at Spana
H.S., 205 W. Hood, Spanw
T 62286,

N $S
EXPANDS FOR AWARD

Students can now nominate their newspaper or
vearbook adviser for Adviser of the Year. SISPA bonors
one newspaper Adviser of the Year und onc yearbook
Adviser of the Year at its Spring Conference. The award
1§ given annually,

The award is called the Manion Rice Adwviser of the
Year in honor of the lungtime SISPA director, Lust yeur,
SISPA honored Nancy Smith of Belleville West (vearbook)
and Debbie Otto of Inckson High (newsnapsr),

Previousiv, nominatons bad to come from other
advisers. Advisers cun still send in nominations.

Each newspaper or yearbook sl can make one
nomination. When nominating. please inciude a descniption
outlining the merits of the adviser, the adwiser’ sexperience,
previons awards, and awards earned by the publication.

The Adviser of the Year Committee, headed by Julie
Oesch of Clay City, will still have the final decision on the
winner, Nominatieas should be sent to her at:

Julie Oesch

Box 405

Clay City High School

Clay City, IL 62824

Winners are annouriced at the Spring Conference.

School Name

School Address

School Phone Enrollment

Newspaper Name ER%

Adviser

Ycarbook Name

Adviser

Send this form with $10 membership to: Nancy Smith
¢/o Belleville West High School, 2600 West Main,
Belleville, 1. 62223,

| Schools are re-
| minded to take care of

SISPA membership
| for 1992-1993,

Dues have bheen
| misedtoS10per school
| which includes news-
| paper and yearbook.
| The rates were in-

creased because of
costanvolved injuds-
| ing and the need 10 re-
| sgrve rooms at the
Spring Conference 1o
l facilitate the On-Site
Wnting contest,

To participate in the
| contests, schools must
| be SISPA members,
| 1 you have sugges-
| toasabouthow SISPA
| can serve you beter,

|
92-93 SISPA MEMBERSHIP FORM | PON'T MISS OUT!

contact Exceutive Di-
rector Hesman Albers
at 758-2338.

Current members in-
clude: Belleviiic West,
Benton, Canmi-White,
Carterville, Chester,
Clay City, Cobden,
Collinsville,
Coulterville,
DuQuoin, Fairfield,
Flora, Harrishurg,
Heath, Herrin, Jack-
son. Joppa. Marion,
Mater Dei, Mattoon,
Murphysboro, New
Athens. Paducah-
Tilghman, Sacred-
Heart Griffin, South-
western |, Steeleville,
Wayvpne City and
Webber Township,




NEWSPAPER
CONTEST
GUIDELINES,
DEADLINES
DETAILED

All entnies for the Best Story
competition must be postmarked
March 29, 1991. Entries should
be sent to:  SISPA, School of
Journalism, Southern Illinois
University, Carbondale, IL
62901. As in the past, award
winners will be named at the
Spring Conference, April 26.

Each publication is limited to a
maximum of 3 entries per
category. All entnies must have
been published during the 1992-
93 school year.

Tape or glue each individual
article on & piece of white 8 1/2”
x 11" paper. If an article is too
long for one sheet, continue to
another sheet(s), stapling together
so the entry will not get separated.
On the front side of each entry
please label as following:

Name of Student
Category
Newspaper
High School

Enter cach article in the
appropriate category. Category
descripuons are listed beiow.
Articles centered in the wrong
category will be disqualified.

If there are any questons,
contact Laurie Bielong of Sparta
High School at 618-443-434].

BEST STORY CONTEST'S
CATEGORIES EXPLAINED

There are a total of nineteen catcgories in the Best Story Contest. Each
publication may enter a total of three entries per division. They are:

Best Original Advertisement
A published ad thit s conceived and
designed by (he student, Ad slicks or
ads designed by the advertsed com-
pany are not eligible,
Best Original Art
Ammwork usad in litw of photogruphs
with the inignt 10 ¢nhance any news,
feature, or sports article or to @d n the
graphic look of the publication. Com-
putcr produced drawings are acceptable
but should be student produced.
Best Original Cartoon
A cartoon entry may be cditorial or
comic, It may be a single frame or
multiple frames, Computer produced
cartoons are acoepeable as long as they
are student produced and generated.
Best News Story

An ardcle of i news cvent that presents
new information or an angle on already
published information of past events,

Best Editorial
An amicle written @8 a stlement or
ppinion oa anissue by the staff. [tshould
notbe bylined. Ttmay seck o encourage
critical thinking, 10 mold opinion, of
SOmMenmes 1 promole action,

Best Review
Al Opinion piece that reviews movics,
music. plays, concerts, book, exhibits,
performances, or nther works available
to the public or students, Articke may be
column work or an individual piece,

Best In-depth Story

Article should be 1ssuc-oriented cover-
age with cmphasis on research,
inferviewing and analysis. It should be
a minimum of 12 column inches,

Cub Division
Any type of article written by @ [resh-
man or sophomore on stafl. Guidelines
will vary depending on type of article
entered, Refer to approprile category,

Best Interview Story

Article is dependent on the use ol exten-

sive quotes, Quotations should make up
at least 60 percent of the article,

Best Feature Story
An articic thit entertans through mate-
rial that is interesting but not necessarily
umportant, Emphagis should be on rich
detai! and tberal use of quoies. Itshould
focus on human interest.

Best Featurette

An article that contains the elements of
@ fealure story but is shorter. Length
shoukd not exceed 6 columns inches,

Best Sports Feature
A sports festure 1s on a sport-related
lopics. If would contain the same ele-
ments and guidelings of a feature article.

Best Photograph with Caption
Photograph can be & pews, feature, or
spunts subject. Along with published
picture and caption, if possible, send
onginal photograph so that printing e7-
rors can be accounted for,
Best Humorous Column
An article under a permanent title writ-
ten regutarfy and giving expression 10
the writer's opinkon, It would have a
lighter tone either through writing style
and/or subject matter.
Best Editorial Column

An articie under a permancat titie writ-
ten regularly and giving ¢xpression to
the writer's own opinion. The editorial
column should be of a serious nature,

Best Sports Column
Like the editorial and humorous col-
umn, the sports column differs only in
that its subject deals with spors,

Best Sports Story
A news article that emphasizes imely
action, in¢luding coverage of sporting
events, [tmay be an advance, follow-p,
summary, o combination story.
Best Front Page Layout

Enter three front page only tearsheets.

Best Overall Layout
Enter three complete issuds.



NEW BLUE
BANNER
JUDGING,
FEE SET

In order to make

judging of Blue
Banner papers more
objective and the
critigues more uselul,
entries will be judged
by oatside sources,

Because of this
change, afeeof S8 will
be charged W cover
judging and myiling
costs.  Schools must
be a SISPA members
to participate,

The criteria for
receiving the Blue
Banner has nol
changed. This contest
will ¢ontinue 1O
recognize those
publications that show
overall excellence,

Newspapers are
judged within three
scparale calegories
according to size
within [Thagms and an
out-of-state category.

To eater, choose
three issues, staff
choice, which were
printed during the
1992-93 school vear.

Complcic the entry
blank contained in this
newsletter and $end
wilh papers and entry
fee to:

Laurie Bizlong.
Sparta High School,
205 West Hood.
Sparta, Ulinos 62286
by Friday, March 19,

The winners will be
announced @t the
Spring Conference,

I Include copies of thres wssues of your pudlication (swail choice) from the 1992-93 whool yewr.

| School Newspaper &
Enrollment Number of Tssues Planned ln 1902-93 .
Categones
L Printed Illinois newspaper. school earollment of 700 ar more
1. Prnted llinots newspupers, school enroliment ander 700
1. All newspapers regardless of repraduction procass from schools under 300
IV. All out-of-state newspapers
Category
Please Answer the Foblowing:

1. How i3 your newspaper produced?

2, Who seis the type?

3. Who sas the headlines?

4. Who does paste up?

5. Where 15 i prnted? By whom?

6. Do you use desktop publishing? YES NO What type of hardware and software?

-

8. How lacge 1y the swaff? Do you have 2 joumalism class?

9. How s yeur publicanon finapoed”

10). Piease explam auy problems, sel backs, or clroumstances beyond your contra] that would he
helpful i evaluating your publicetion.

Entry Fee Enclosed (38,00 - Make check payable to SISPA)

SISPA Member Yes __ or Enciosed (S$10.00 - Make check payahle 10 SISPA)
Adviser Editor(s)

Address

Phone

| DEADLINE: FRIDAY, MARCH 19, 1993
| Send Tu: Lauric Bielong, Sparta High School , 205 W. Hood, Sparta, IL 62286
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OOK CONTEST-

COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES DEADLINES, RULES

There will be two categories of
competition inthe 1993 Copy Block
Contest. One category will be for
sports copy, and the other will be for
feature writing.

Each school may submit three
entries per category.

The Photography Contest aiso
includes 1wo separdte categories.

Cercgory I includes those photos
which have been taken, developed

and printed by a staff member.

Category 11 will be for all other
photographs which arc taken by staff
members but which have all or pan
of the developing and printing work
done outside of school by profes-
sionals or some other group.

Entrics should be either mounted
or pasted on typing paper,

All catries must be verdied by thc
adviser that they will appear in the

1993 yearbook,

Allthe entrics must be postmarked
no later than March 29, 1993 to be
sure they arrive al the Journalism
Department 2t SIU-C in tme for
Judging.

Or, yearbook contest entrics may
be delivered in person Saturday,
April 3 a1 9a.m. atthe SIU School of
Journalism ofiice in the Commiuni-
cations Building,

STAFFS SHOULD PREPARE FOR ON-SITE CONTESTS

The On-Site Writing Contest wiil
once again be a feature of the Spring
Conlerence, scheduled for Monday,
April 26, 1o provide another avenue
of competition and learning.

There will be ten different areas
of competition. Member school may
enter one student and one alternate
in cach category, Registration for
the contest will take place the morn-
ing of the Conference,

The contests will all take place al
the same time, s0 4 sludent may
enter only ong. Alternates will be
allowed to compeie if there is room,

There will be a $2 per school fee
per category. If alternates are going
tocompete, no additional fee will be
charged.  Entry fees will be col-
lected at registation,

Unless otherwise specificd in the
contest description. students are (0
bring only paper and a writing uien-
sil: NO typewriters. word processors
or computers will be permitied. Also,
no tape recorders will be allowed.

Although each contest 1§ geared
toward newspaper of yearbook pro-
oesses. nonc are exclusively limited
lo particular staff members.

Descriptions of cach of the con-

10sts is as follows:

1. News Writing- Students will be
given a fact sheet from which to
draw information. Students will then
compose 2 news story from infor-
mation provided.

2. Editorial Writing- Studeats will
be given a fact sheet from which o
draw information. Afler reading the
material, students will wnte an edi-
torial on the topic using their ideas
L0 SUPPOTL Or Oppose & position.

3. Caption Writing- This contest is
designed for both newspaper and
yearbook staffs, Students will be
given several photographs and will
wrile ¢captions. The captions must
tell a complete story but not exceed
40 words in length.

4. Yearbook Copy Block-A fact
sheet will be provided for those en-
tered 1o wrile a ypical copy block.
5. Yearbook Cover Design- Stu-
dems will be asked 1o develop a
coveridea based onatheme givento
them. Students may bring out sheets,
color pencils, markers ¢ic,

6. Editing- Students will be asked to
proofread a story checking for good
Journalistic style.

7.Sports Writing- Studenits will be

given a fact sheet from which 10
draw information. They will writc a
sports feamre based on those facts.
8. Advertising Design- Students
will be given three business infor-
mation sheets, They will be asked 10
design ads to it centain sizes. Stu-
dents may bring a ruler and any type
of pen or pencil, Arnistic ability is
nol necessary as ads will be judged
on overall design and arcas may be
simply marked for art work.
9. Newspaper Front Page Design-
Students may only bring only aruler
and a pencil, Everything else will be
provided. Students will designalay-
out from stories and photos given.
10. Yearbook Double Page Spread
Design- Students may bring layout
sheels, croppers otc, They will be
asked to design a DPS based on a
story topic-and several photos.
Judging will be done by SIUC
stafl members and winners will be
announced in the aficrnoon meet-
ing.
First place plaques. courtesy of
Herff-Jones, will be given to each
category's winner. Cerntificates will
be awarded to second and third
places.



